When Rare Steakhouse first opened its doors nearly a decade ago, it quickly garnered a
reputation not only for its impressive menu but also for its unique dining experience. Guests
were treated to warm popovers and the theatrical flair of Caesar salads prepared tableside,
creating an intimate atmosphere that drew food enthusiasts from across the city. Situated in the
18-floor 833 building, which connects to the US Bank Center, the restaurant was well-positioned
to attract professionals from nearby businesses like Baird and Foley & Lardner. However, the
landscape of downtown Milwaukee has transformed in recent years, reshaping the dining habits
of its clientele.

The challenges facing Rare Steakhouse extend beyond changing dining preferences. The three-
year construction of The Couture, a high-rise residential building located just east of Rare,
disrupted traffic flow and affected accessibility to the restaurant. Many patrons may have found
navigating the area more cumbersome, potentially deterring visits during construction. Coupled
with the fluctuating nature of expense accounts—once a reliable source of revenue for upscale
dining establishments—these variables have significantly impacted the viability of the
steakhouse.

Unfortunately, attempts to reach management at the Milwaukee location for further insights on
the closure proved unsuccessful. When contacted, the manager of Rare's Madison location
offered no comment, while Rare Milwaukee’s chef, John Darling, also declined to discuss the
matter. The lack of communication only adds to the cloud of uncertainty surrounding the
restaurant’s future.

Adding a layer of complexity to the closure, a report from BizTimes revealed that Rare
Steakhouse and its owner, Mark D. Burish, are currently facing a lawsuit from an affiliate of the
building’s owner, Irgens Partners. The lawsuit alleges breaches of lease terms, claiming Burish
attempted to initiate the process of closing the restaurant four years before the lease expiration
date of May 31, 2030. The complaint also notes that Rare had made multiple requests for rent
reductions and other accommodations, which were ultimately denied. This legal battle
illustrates the precarious position in which the restaurant found itself, as it struggled to balance
financial demands with the operational challenges presented by the surrounding environment.

As Milwaukee bids farewell to Rare Steakhouse, the culinary community reflects on what made
this establishment special. The melding of high-quality cuisine with an inviting atmosphere
crafted memories for countless diners. Its closure serves as a reminder of the ever-evolving
dynamics within the restaurant industry—where shifting trends, economic pressures, and
external factors can influence even the most cherished institutions.



In closing, while Rare Steakhouse may have closed its doors, the legacy it leaves behind will not
be forgotten. As patrons and chefs alike reminisce about the flavors and experiences shared
within its walls, there’s hope that the future holds new opportunities for culinary adventures in
Milwaukee. The city continues to boast a rich tapestry of dining options, and while one chapter
has ended, many await to be written.



