The new regulations will compel food trucks to close by 10 PM in the downtown area and 11 PM in other
zones, a stark change from the previous flexibility that allowed many trucks to operate into the early
morning hours, catering to nightlife crowds. The council's decision comes amid a growing recognition of
the impact late-night operations have on neighborhoods, particularly in densely populated areas.

City officials cited numerous complaints from residents about noise disturbances and littering associated
with late-night food truck operations. Alderman Tom Barrett, who sponsored the proposal, stated, “We
are committed to supporting our local food vendors, but we also have to prioritize the quality of life for
our residents. This decision reflects our responsibility to strike that balance.”

The food truck industry in Milwaukee has seen significant growth over the past decade, with over 60
licensed vendors currently operating in the city. Many food truck operators argue that the new
restrictions could endanger their businesses. Maria Gonzalez, owner of Taco Loco, expressed her
concerns, saying, “The late-night crowd is a huge part of our revenue. If we can’t serve them, it could be
devastating for us. We understand the noise concerns, but there has to be a way to address that without
losing business.”

Supporters of the change, including neighborhood associations, have welcomed the decision,
highlighting that the earlier closing time will likely lead to safer and quieter streets. Jane Mitchell, a
resident of the East Side, shared her perspective: “While | love the food trucks, the noise and crowds at 2
AM can be overwhelming. | think this is a reasonable compromise.”

The new regulations also include provisions for food trucks operating in designated areas, which must
maintain cleanliness and abide by all city health codes. Operators will be required to adhere strictly to
the new closing times or face potential fines. City officials will be monitoring compliance, and fines could
range from $100 to $500 for repeated violations.

Despite the push for earlier closing hours, some food truck owners are taking a stand against the
changes. A group of vendors has begun organizing, hoping to advocate for a compromise that would
allow food trucks to stay open later in more controlled environments, such as designated late-night food
zones. “We're not against the residents, but we need to be heard in this process,” said Eric Johnson, co-
owner of Urban Eats. “We want to find a way to coexist with the community without sacrificing our
livelihood.”

The council has encouraged ongoing dialogue between food truck operators and neighborhood groups,
suggesting that future amendments to the ordinance might be considered if both parties can come to an
agreement. The council’s decision reflects the intricate balance between fostering a vibrant food culture
and ensuring residents’ comfort in their own neighborhoods.



As Milwaukee food trucks prepare to adjust to the new regulations, the long-term impact of these
changes remains to be seen. Will local food vendors adapt to the new schedule, or will the restrictions
stifle the burgeoning food truck scene? Only time will tell.



